








SEEDS OF CLIMATE RESILIENCE



     When Typhoon Mangkhut the strongest storm of 2018 made landfall in the Northern Philippines in 
September 2018, all of our founding farmers at the Benguet Association of Seed Savers (BASS) were impacted 
by the storm. One BASS Farmer, Elizabeth Martin lost everything in the typhoon. Elizabeth and her extended 
family lived in three small houses on the roadside in Ucab, Itogon, Benguet, a place that had been in her family 
for many generations. Typhoon Mangkhut ravaged the region and her home and land were literally washed 
away with everything they owned.

     Elizabeth shared, "I remember clearly how I felt after typhoon Mangkhut. I remember how my friends from 
BASS and GSS were the first to ask how I was. I remember feeling like I was important and that I was part of a 
family—even after I lost everything. It really was a big help that I knew there were people who cared for me."

     Thanks to our founding seed library, just days after the storm she and our other farmers were all able to 
access seeds and begin replanting right away. She has demonstrated the true spirit of resilience and has since 
rebuilt her life and is a proud member of the Benguet Association of Seed Savers.

     Elizabeth said, " When I first joined BASS, I wasn’t expecting to be welcomed like I was. I made new friends, 
I learned to save seeds. From the very beginning, I felt a sense of belonging. I felt like I was appreciated and 
was part of a group who really understood the value of seed saving. I realized how integral seed saving is in 
organic agriculture. Because I was so used to buying from farm supplies, I didn’t think about whether the 
seeds I was using were chemically treated or not. Now, I understand that the first step in practicing organic 
farming is really having safe, non-chemically treated, organically grown seeds.”

FARMER SPOTLIGHT: ELIZABETH MARTIN
A Story of Resilience



     Bill McDorman, the Founder and Executive Director of the 

Rocky Mountain Seed Alliance also shared wonderful insights.  

We are humbled to be partners in this critical work and are so 

grateful for our continued collaborations and his ongoing 

mentorship. Meta Sarimiento brought down the house with his 

hip-hop and spoken word poetry describing his journey as a 

Filipino growing up in Guam. Thank you for sharing your talents 

and passion with us all!

      As always, guests enjoyed delicious Filipino Cuisine by the 

Orange Crunch Food Truck and Catering, Filipino Coffee from 

our friends at Venture Coffee Company and an exciting silent 

auction. This years Nourish was our most successful to date 

grossing over $22,000 to support our growing impact. Thanks to 

everyone that helped make this event such a success!! 

     On Saturday, October 20th, 2018 the Posner Center was 

packed to the brim with over 140  guests to enjoy our 8th 

Annual Nourish Event.  All who attended celebrated a 

powerful day that honored seeds, our growing community, 

and most importantly, the hard work and dedication of our 

small-holder farmer partners as we work together to increase 

food and climate security.

     Karen Lee Hizola, our dynamic Philippine Country Manager, 

shared a heartfelt keynote that painted a vivid picture of the 

Filipino struggle and why seed saving is at the core of 

ensuring families stay together. Her passion for our work 

rang through and she received a well-deserved standing 

ovation after her keynote address.  Thank you Karen for 

making the long journey to be with us and for sharing your 

story and passion for your country and for making our world 

a better place!

8th ANNUAL NOURISH EVENT:
Honoring the Past, the Present and 
the Future



2018 Revenue

Individual Contributions    $31,186.70

Special Events  $25,732.79

Total Revenue 2018   $56,919.49

2018 Expenses

Philippines Program Services   $37,175.05

Fundraising and Marketing $16,599.21
Administration             $10,602.63 
 
Total Expenses 2018            $64,376.89

Funds Balance Start of Year           $19,111.00

Funds Balance End of Year            $11,655.00 

GLOBAL SEED SAVERS
2018 FINANCIALS

KEY SUPPORTERS

Clinko 
CPVTD Family Foundation 

Fil-Am Property Connections at Keller Williams 
LUSH Cosmetics 

Majeure Foundation 
The Posner Center for International 

Development

Cabiokid Permaculture Farm
Cebu Farmers Market 

Communities for Alternative Food 
Ecosystems Initiative 

Green ReLeaf Initiative
Kai Farms

Layog Country Farm
Mt. Province Provincial Agriculture Office 

Municipal Agriculture Office of Tublay
Municipality of Tublay

Orange Crunch Food Truck and Catering 
Philippine Permaculture Association 

Rocky Mountain Seed Alliance
Seeds Trust 

Venture Coffee Company 

COLLABORATORS



STAFF AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sherry Manning, Founder and ED
Karen Lee Hizola, Country Manager-PH 

Koe Gonzales, Data and Research Intern 
Lauren Voake , Events and Marketing Intern

Catherine Wiserman, DevOps Intern

US Board of Directors:
Carrie Evans, President

Roger Michael Pimental, Vice-President
Alisha Williams, Board Treasurer

Jon Rodrigues, Board Member 
Alaine Janosy, Board Member 

Philippine Board of Trustees:
Padmapani Perez, President
Cesar Galvey, Vice-President 
Efrenlito Cabbigat, Treasurer

Nash Tysmans, Secretary
Rambie Lim, Board Member

1031 33rd St, Denver, CO 80205, 
United States

www.globalseedsavers.org


